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Learning Objective
Participants will discuss their role as graduate students in the 
creation, use, and dissemination of information using the lens 
of information privilege.
Some context
Information Literacy
● “the set of integrated abilities encompassing the reﬂective discovery of 
information, the understanding of how information is produced and valued, and 
the use of information in creating new knowledge and participating ethically in 
communities of learning” (Association of College & Research Libraries, 2015)
● Metacognitive process
● Information literate individuals as active agents
Critical Information Literacy
● “takes into consideration the social, political, economic, and corporate systems 
that have power and inﬂuence over information production, dissemination, 
access, and consumption” (Gregory & Higgins, 2013)
● Rather than focusing on skill acquisition, critical information literacy is a 
discursive approach to information (Simmons, 2005)
● Rooted in critical theory, critical pedagogy, and feminist pedagogy
● Moving towards critical consciousness where individuals recognize their 
agency to change inequitable systems
Information Privilege
● Concept that individuals have varying levels of access to information based on 
their status, afﬁliation, or power
● “Situates information literacy in a sociocultural context of justice and access” 
(Booth, 2013)
Do you agree that 
information is shaped 
by social, political, 
economic, and 
corporate systems? 
Why should you as a 
graduate student care 
or not care about 
information privilege?
Have you ever not 
bought a textbook or 
taught a class where 
your students couldn’t 
afford the textbook?
How much does 
information cost?
How much does your 
information cost?
Have you ever found a 
scholarly article that you 
couldn’t access? 
What did you do? 
What would you do if you were 
no longer affiliated with an 
academic institution?
What are some (ethical) 
alternatives you might 
embrace to challenge 
the system of closed 
scholarship?
How do you or might 
you change your 
research practices to 
read, cite, and 
engaged with 
marginalized voices?
Other thoughts?
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